
DRUM RECTANGLE

CASCADE
OVAL

This bonsai pot is generally
ideal for rugged and heavy
bonsai trees.  For example
evergreen conifers.

Unglazed small clay pot that
compliments masculine
bonsai trees. 

Glazed medium sized circular
pot that is mostly used for
upright bonsai styles such as
literati.

Unglazed large and deep
clay pot that is ideal for
large evergreen conifers.

Rectangular bonsai pots are
also very common since it
suits many bonsai styles. 

unglazed shallow clay pot
that is generally used for
group bonsai styles. 

Glazed or unglazed pale
grey pot is usually used for
many deciduous bonsai
trees. 

A deep unglazed
rectangular pot is suitable
for heavy and large bonsai
trees. 

Only used for
cascade bonsai
style.

Low-height, wide,
square, deep and
heavy cascade pot
used for cascade
bonsai trees that
have long and
spreading branches.

Medium-height,
hexagonal cascade
bonsai pot used for
medium sized
cascading bonsai trees. 

Tall cascade bonsai
pot that is generally
used for cascade
bonsai trees that do
not have many
spreading branches. 

Oval bonsai pots can be used
for both group and individual
bonsai tree styles. 

Off-white, shallow pale
container ideal for
individual or group
planting of deciduous
trees. 

Colorful, medium-depth,
oval bonsai pot is ideal for
many flowering bonsai
trees.

Unglazed, medium-depth,
clay pot harmonizes well
with evergreen conifer
bonsai trees. 

Deep, oval shaped bonsai
pot is mostly used for
bonsai trees with thick
trunk. 

Bonsai Pot Size Chart
This chart lists the common types of bonsai pots
used for bonsai trees. The shape, color and size of
the pot depends heavily on the size and species of
the bonsai tree. Hence, choose the pot depth
wisely. 
The pot and tree must be proportional to one
another, otherwise the pot will dominate the tree.
A rule of thumb is that a pot’s length should be
two-thirds to three-quarters of the tree’s height. 
Subtle and discrete ceramic glazes are suitable for
some types of bonsai, especially flowering trees.
However, the glazes must not dominate the plant.
It is sometimes appropriate to plant flowering
bonsai trees in colorful containers. However, it is
usually more appropriate to use subdued and
subtle colors.


